June 21, 2012

Mr. Speaker, the last thing this country
needs is yet another war particularly in the
Middle East. Even worse is the president once
again ignoring the Legislative Branch and
going to war on his own. | hope my colleagues
will join me in standing up for our Constitu-
tional authority and resisting what will be an-
other disastrous war in the Middle East.
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Anthony Costa on the occasion of his
recognition by the Grower Shipper Association
with its prestigious E.E. “Gene” Harden Award
for Lifetime Achievement in Central Coast Ag-
riculture. The Ag Leadership Award is pre-
sented to the individual, company, group, as-
sociation, or agency that has made a signifi-
cant contribution to the agricultural community
in the Salinas Valley.

Anthony Costa, or Tony, as he is known by
most, was born in Wakefield Massachusetts
and is the oldest of seven children. He came
to California on a train with his aunt and uncle
when he was eleven years old, settling in the
San Joaquin Valley town of Los Banos. He
graduated high school in 1946, and later
served our nation in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War. After leaving the service, he
found his way to Salinas, California, where he
met and married Salinas Valley native Elsie
Bassi. Elsie was born and raised in the
Soledad Mission District, graduated from San
Jose State University, and was a school
teacher.

In 1956, the young Costa couple began
farming on a ranch outside of Soledad. As
their family grew, so did their farming oper-
ation. For over fifty-six years, the Costa Family
has dedicated itself to being quality growers of
more than twenty different vegetable row
crops in the Salinas Valley. Their original
small operation has grown to encompass stra-
tegically owned and leased ground up and
down the Salinas Valley. The family also runs
year-round harvest operations, field-to-cooler
trucking, joint ventures in Huron, Yuma and
Imperial Valley crops, and partnership inter-
ests in cooling and processing operations.
Their farming operation has been a key sup-
plier to several shippers and processors in the
area for many years.

The Costa Family Farms is a family farm in
every sense of the word. And while the award
singles out Tony for recognition, it is really a
recognition of the whole Costa family. The
family continues to farm the original ranch
which they leased for many years. Their busi-
ness now involves three generations of family
members including their children David, Mi-
chael, Diane, and JoAnn, who are joined by
their grandchildren Colby Rubbo and Peter
Dossche. Several other grandchildren are pur-
suing agricultural degrees. They have built a
remarkable operation that bridges the old
produce world of trust and handshakes and
the new modern world of food safety and
product traceability.

Mr. Speaker, | know that | speak for the
whole House in offering Tony and Elsie Costa
and their whole family our heartfelt congratula-
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tions on their recognition by the well deserved

honor of E.E. “Gene” Harden Award for Life-

time Achievement in Central Coast Agriculture.
———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of National Marine Week so that we
may join in a celebration of the individuals
who dedicate themselves to the service and
defense of this great country.

Each year a city is chosen to host National
Marine Week and to serve as a venue to
showcase the achievements of our most elite
service members. This year Cleveland, Ohio
was chosen to bring together technology, his-
tory, Marines and the public they serve. Cleve-
land is a fitting location as currently more than
9,000 active duty or reserve Marines hail from
the state of Ohio. By highlighting the commu-
nity, country and Corps, National Marine Week
is both an educational and civic event which
fosters awareness and connection between
the military and civilian communities.

A week including Marine sporting events,
speakers, and bands demonstrates the wide
array of talents which fuel the Corps forces
both at home and abroad. Various demonstra-
tions will showcase the Expeditionary Forces
in Readiness. The week is a unique exchange
of thanks and respect for soldier and citizen
alike. By remembering the sacrifices of the
past, as well as the missions which continue
to require our forces in the future, National
Marine Week is a sign of the gratitude and
honor which these heroes deserve.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues please join me
in honoring National Marine Week 2012 to
show our appreciation to those who give so
much in service to their country.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 125TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE UNITED
WAY
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize a special organization that is near and
dear to me, The United Way.

The United Way Worldwide is the leadership
and support organization for the network of
nearly 1,800 community-based United Ways in
45 countries and territories. In East Alabama,
we are home to three different United Way lo-
cations—The United Way of Lee County, The
River Region United Way and The United Way
of East Central Alabama.

United Way focuses on helping people
reach their full potential in education, income
and health while also encouraging vol-
unteerism and service. June 21st is United
Way’s Day of Action and June 28th is the offi-
cial United Way Founders Day.

The United Way of East Central Alabama, in
particular, is a special organization to me be-
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cause | had the honor of working there from
1982 to 1986 as the Director of their Dis-
located Worker Program. | saw and partici-
pated first-hand in the organization’s efforts to
help laid-off workers go back to school for re-
training.

Mr. Speaker, | offer my congratulations to
this organization that has touched so many
lives and offer a very happy 125th anniver-
sary.

————
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the John Burroughs High School
Junior State of America Chapter (JBHS JSA),
from Burbank, California, upon being an-
nounced as the winner of the fifth annual Na-
tional Civic Impact Award.

The concept for the Junior State was envi-
sioned in the 1930s by Professor E.A. Rogers,
who strongly believed that teaching youth the
fundamentals of good government is one of
the central needs of a democracy. When he
introduced this idea to his students, a rec-
ommendation for a junior government was
proposed by a student, where students would
not only learn about democracy, but practice it
as well. Formerly known as the Junior States-
men of America, this project has spread to
many high schools in California and across
the nation. Since its inception, over 500,000
students have gained the skills and knowledge
essential to be informed and active citizens
and leaders.

Today, the Junior State of America (JSA)
and the Junior Statesmen Foundation, strive
to prepare and educate high school students
for continuing involvement and participation in
a democratic society. It encourages students
to advocate their personal opinions, develop
respect for opinions that oppose their own,
think critically, and exchange ideas through
problem solving, talks and debates. This expe-
rience also allows students to understand the
responsibilities and challenges of leadership.

Every year, the top JSA chapters from
across the U.S. compete for the National Civic
Impact Award. This award is presented to the
JSA chapter that makes the most prevalent
impact at their school, by raising the degree of
civic engagement and awareness. Ten final-
ists, who had all been announced winners of
the “Chapter of the Year” award in their re-
spective regions, advanced to be considered
for the National Civic Impact Award. A panel
of judges reviewed the materials the finalists
had submitted, and announced John Bur-
roughs High School as this year's winner. In
addition to this prestigious title, the JBHS JSA
will receive a grant towards maintaining the
school’s civic engagement programs, a sti-
pend reward for the Teacher/Advisor as well
as a plaque highlighting their achievement.
The JBHS JSA is also incredibly active in their
school and community. They have raised
money for the Ronald McDonald House Char-
ity, attended City Council and School Board
meetings and hosted guest speakers.

| applaud the student participants and all the
supporters of JSA for your unwavering com-
mitment to civic engagement, and | ask all
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